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Join us for QS Higher Ed Summit:
Europe 2026

Register your interest
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QS Higher Ed Summit:

Europe 2025
Key highlights

The QS Higher Ed Summit: Europe 2025 focused on
how European universities can remain globally relevant
while navigating policy pressures, demographic shifts,
and technological change. With a strong emphasis

on leadership, innovation, and inclusion, the summit
explored the role of universities as both anchors of
stability and agents of transformation.

Across two days in Porto, delegates from over 50
countries exchanged ideas on how European higher
education can respond to changing expectations and lead
with purpose, partnership, and impact.

Thank you to all speakers, delegates, our host, the Agéncia
Nacional Erasmus+ Educacdo e Formagao, our co-host,
the University of Porto, and our sponsors, for their

contributions and vision in shaping the future of education.

We invite you to post pictures from the official
photo gallery on social media and use the hashtag
#QSHigherEdSummit to share your experience.

View day 1photos

Pin: 1508

View day 2 photos Pin: 9308
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To stay globally
competitive, European
institutions must champion
innovation, develop critical
thinkers, and nurture
student resilience in an
uncertain world.

Policy debates
across Europe—on
immigration, visas, and
student finance—are
reshaping how universities
demonstrate their value
to society and national
economies.

University
leadership must
evolve, with calls to shift
from mentorship to active
sponsorship, especially
to support women and
underrepresented groups
into decision-making
roles.

Student recruitment
strategies are being
redefined by Al and
digital tools, enabling
institutions to create more

immersive, personalised
engagement.


https://thewindmillgroup.pixieset.com/qsporto/
https://thewindmillgroup.pixieset.com/qsportoday2/
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Key Statistics

501 44 90

Total number Total number Total number
of attendees of countries of speakers

Feedback from attendees:

4/6 4/6 4/6

Master of App Delegate
ceremony experience networking

Audience profile

Chancellors, Rectors & Dignitaries _ 7%

Deans & Heads _ 17%

Directors & Advisors - T 5%
Professors & Lecturers _ 10%

Executives & Coordinators _ 16%

Managers & Consultants T



Key speakers

We would like to thank our esteemed speakers.

Anna-Sophie Hartvigsen
CEO and Founder
Female Invest

Dassos Alexandrou

Head of Education Sector
Coverage

Barclays

Dr Janet llieva
Director and Founder
Education Insight

Maggie Feng

CEO

Wittenborg University of
Applied Sciences

Dr Samuel Martin-Barbero
President
Franklin University Switzerland

View the full list of speakers

QS Higher Ed Summit: Europe 2025

Prof. Svetoslav Spassov
Director, Nuclear Security
Support Center

Jacqui Jenkins
Global Lead on Student Mobility
British Council

Iris Kimizoglu
President
European Students’ Union

Brett Lovegrove

Pro-Vice Chancellor (Global
Partnerships)

The University of Queensland

Seth Walker

Director

International Partnerships
Indiana University


https://qshesummits.com/europe/2025-agenda/
https://qshesummits.com/europe/2025-agenda/
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Summit gallery
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School
University of Porto

Explore Forward.
Lead the Change.
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QS India Summit
27-29 January | Gog, India

QS China Summit

Global Skills Week
9-10 April | Chengdu, China

24-28 March | Washington D.C., USA

QS Higher Ed Summit: EduData Summit QS Higher Ed Summit:
Middle East 4-5 June | Singapore Europe
20-22 April | Kuwait 16-17 June | Porto, Portugal

24th Annual

' Back to

. School
’ Summit
HolonC - [&§
Back to School Summit
10-11 September | New York, USA

%

QS Higher Ed Summit:
Americas
2-3 October | Hilton Buenos
Aires, Argentina

QS Africa Forum
3-4 July | Zanzibar, Africa

="
QS Arab Forum

15-16 October |
Muscat, Oman

QS Eurasia Forum
25 November | Uzbekistan

QS Higher Ed Summit:

Asia Pacific
4-6 November | Seoul, South Korea

For more information on joining
or sponsoring our conferences,
please scan the QR code

Reimagine Education

Conference & Awards

Dates and locations of conferences are subject to change,
1-3 December | London, UK

please check our website for any updates.

Conferences 2025
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